The use of rocuronium and sevoflurane in acute intermittent porphyria--a case report.
Acute intermittent porphyria (AIP) is an inherited metabolic disorder caused by deficiency of porphobilinogen deaminase, an enzyme found in the synthetic pathway of heme. Acute attack of AIP may be precipitated by many factors during operation and anesthesia, including fasting, dehydration, stress, infection, and drugs. Acute attack of AIP is likely fatal. Therefore, the drugs recommended as being safe in anesthesia for porphyria patients are up-to-dately refreshed and renovated and the identification of whether a drug is safe or not is based on cumulative anecdotal experiences. Here, we report the safe use of rocuronium and sevoflurane for long exposure in a patient affected with acute intermittent porphyria.